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June 17: Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Oscar de la Puente confirmed that constituent
assembly elections will take place on Nov. 22. He said municipal elections, previously scheduled for
Nov. 8, had been postponed until early 1993. The assembly electionsl had originally been scheduled
for Oct. 18. In response to a request by the Catholic Church hierarchy, the date was changed because
of a conflict with an important religious holiday. June 18: De la Puente said he had notified OAS
Secretary General Joao Baena Soares of the assembly election date, and plans to begin dialogue
with representatives of political parties and other organizations on June 30. June 22: In an official
communique, the armed forces high command declared "total support" for the government in
reference to the assembly and municipal election dates. June 23: Baena Soares requested that the
government formalize its invitation to political parties for the June 30 dialogue. He added that an
OAS representative will observe dialogue proceedings. Baena Soares also mentioned a request by
de la Puente for technical assistance to the National Elections Jury (Jurado Nacional de Elecciones),
and for OAS observer presence for the upcoming elections. June 25: Lima Archbishop Augusto
Vargas Alzamora met with leaders of opposition parties to draft arguments and demands prior
to the formal talks with government officials. The gesture by the church was requested by party
leaders. The parties continue to insist on an exclusive party- government dialogue as recommended
by the OAS. The government asserts that "the people" should also be heard. President Fujimori
has referred to a certain "reluctance" by party leaders to begin discussions. About 10,000 people
nationwide are to participate in debates on diverse reforms, including constitutional amendments,
changes in congressional procedure, legislation governing political party formation and status, and
national pacification. Oswaldo Vasquez, chief coordinator of the dialogue, said six commissions are
to be established. The commissions will meet two hours daily over a 45-day period. June 26: Ten
opposition parties requested that the Catholic Church serve as mediator in talks with administration
officials. Fujimori said his government is willing to talk with all social sectors, and consequently,
"there is no need for a mediator." Church spokespersons indicated that the hierarchy would not
intervene in the national dialogue in the absence of formal requests to do so by both the government
and the political opposition. According to de la Puenta, the government is considering extending
the constituent assembly's term to July 1995, or the end of Fujimori's mandate. The assembly would
exercise congressional powers such as oversight of executive branch activities, and debating and
approving legislation. The prime minister said, "One cannot change the congress every three
months. Thus, the constituent assembly will continue until a new president and congress are elected
on July 28, 1995." Legal experts support extending the assembly's mandate. June 28: Officials told
reporters that de la Puente has scheduled hour meetings in his office with representatives of each of
the 14 parties represented in the dissolved congress. The meetings are to take place between June
30 and July 3. In a communique, the center-right Popular Action (AP) party announced that it will
not participate in dialogue with the government unless municipal elections are scheduled before
year-end 1992. The AP is headed by former president Fernando Belaunde. June 30: Opposition party
leaders avoided the prime minister's office on Tuesday, asserting that the government had ignored
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OAS recommendations. In a joint statement, party leaders demanded that the government clearly
articulate the objectives and agenda of the dialogue. De la Puente had scheduled meetings with the
AP, the American Popular Revolutionary Alliance (APRA), and the Independent Moral Front (FIM).
The AP and APRA refused to show. The National Worker and Campesino Front (FNTC) and the
Peruvian Communist Party (PCP) said they would participate in the meetings with de la Puente. In
a joint statement, opposition political parties formally demanded that the government immediately
make plans for municipal elections, and a "dialogue that permits the return of democracy." July
1: One of three parties scheduled to meet with de la Puente on Wednesday, the Revolutionary
Leftist Union (Union de Izquierda Revolucionaria-UNIR), failed to make an appearance. The other
two parties were the Society and Democracy Movement (SODE), and the Popular Christian Party
(PC). July 6: According to results of recent polls by the private consulting firm Apoyo, Fujimori's
popularity is declining. On April 4, the day before the "auto-golpe," the president's popularity
rating was 59%, compared to 82% six days after Fujimori dissolved the congress. The same figure
in May was 66%. Poll results for June 7 and June 24 were 76% and 68%, respectively. Most of the
parties represented in the dissolved congress have agreed to meet separately with de la Puente.
The two exceptions are the parties which governed the country since the nation's return to civilian
government in 1980: the center-right AP (1980-1985), and APRA (1985-1990). (Sources: Notimex,
07/01/92; Spanish news service EFE, 06/18/92, 06/27/92, 06/28/92, 06/30/92; Agence France-Presse,
06/17/92, 06/18/92, 06/22/92, 06/23/92, 06/26/92, 06/30/92, 07/06/92)
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